
Motions to Council 9 November 2022

Chief Executive’s accompanying notes 

Motion 908 908: Motion Violence Against Women and Girls 
Proposed by: Cllr Kathy Williams
Seconded by: Cllr Phil Robinson

This council believes that women and girls deserve to live free from 
intimidation, violence and harassment. This council condemns all 
violence against women and girls (VAWG) and notes that it can take 
many forms, including physical, financial, and emotional.

We want Gloucestershire to be the safest county in the UK for women 
and girls. 

We welcome the launch of the Home Office’s  ‘Enough’ campaign 
which seeks to educate the public by highlighting VAWG and its 
various forms.  

We are also pleased that our Police and Crime Commissioner has 
made VAWG one of his top priorities in his Police and Crime 
prevention plan. We are particularly grateful to the work of the OPCC, 
Gloucestershire Constabulary and Gloucester City Council in 
securing more than £1 million from the Government’s Safer Streets 
Fund to eradicate VAWG from Gloucestershire and note especially 
the introduction of the ‘Flare App’ which gives women the opportunity 
to anonymously report inappropriate behaviour directly to the police.   

To ensure that this county is the safest in the country for women and 
girls, we propose that:

 The council strives to become the first public body in 
Gloucestershire to receive a ‘White Ribbon Accreditation’ for 
its commitment and work to end male violence against 
women. 

 We write to all public bodies and Head Teachers in the county 
asking them to become White Ribbon Champions to show a 
clear signal that Gloucestershire stands united against VAWG 

 We invite the Police and Crime Commissioner’s Office and 
Gloucestershire Constabulary to run a session for all 
councilors on the nature of VAWG in Gloucestershire and 
what we can all be doing in communities to tackle it.

 We will also utilise our strong relationships with Head 
Teachers to invite them to a similar session to ensure that 
they are supported in combatting VAWG in schools so that we 
can prevent unhealthy and dangerous behaviours in young 
people. 

 We ask the Adult Social Care and Communities Scrutiny 
Committee to investigate and produce a report for cabinet on 



any steps the county council can be taking to end VAWG in 
Gloucestershire.  

Climate change 
implications 

No implications arising from this motion

Resource 
implications 

Initial activities would need to be delivered by reassigning existing 
staff resources. Any longer-term resource implications arising from 
the initiatives proposed will need to be subject to the Council’s usual 
budget-setting process.

Human rights 
implications

Violence against women is a violation of women’s human rights as 
defined in the Human Rights Act 1998.  In condemning and proposing 
steps to tackle violence against women, this motion is fully 
compatible with human rights.

Other implications 
relating to Council’s 
policy framework

The Council already makes a significant contribution to the VAWG 
agenda through investment in work to address domestic abuse (DA) 
and deliver its statutory duty to support victims of DA. 



Motion 909 Motion 909: Action to Tackle River Pollution 
Proposed by: Cllr Wendy Thomas
Seconded by: Cllr David Drew

Council welcomes the report on river pollution from the Restoring Our 
Rivers Task Group. The pollution of our rivers is a threat to public health and 
a cause of public concern. Council calls for the law on sewage spills into 
rivers to be strengthened, increased funding for Environment Agency 
monitoring and enforcement, fines on water companies per discharge event 
and the use of that income to support environmental pollution clean ups 
rather than this going back directly to H.M. Treasury

Climate change 
implications

Improving the quality of the water will reduce stress on biodiversity 
making them more resilient to the impacts of climate change.  
Operative behaviours and the vehicles/ tools used (e.g. avoiding fossil 
fuel use) can further minimise climate impact and biodiversity stress/ 
resilience.

Resource 
implications

No implications arising from this motion.

Human rights 
implications 

No implications arising from this motion.

Other implications 
relating to Council’s 
policy framework

No implications arising from this motion.



Motion 910 Motion 910: Tackling the crisis in NHS dentistry

Proposed by: Cllr Linda Cohen, 
Seconded by: Cllr Paul Hodgkinson 

This Council is concerned about the quality and cost of dentistry in 
Gloucestershire
 
This Council believes that every Gloucestershire resident should have a right 
to a healthy mouth at affordable NHS rates, and condemns the backdoor 
privatisation of dentistry by starving NHS services of funds and the dental 
contracts (Units of Dental Activity) which are not fit for purpose.   
 
This Council notes that:

 Only 28.6 per cent of Gloucestershire’s adult population had access 
to an NHS dentist over the last 12 months – far below the English 
average – along with just 43.9 per cent of children and young people 
under 18.

 Between 2021 and 2020 Gloucestershire lost over five per cent of its 
NHS dentists, 316 to 299, and that one in six of the remaining dentists 
are nearing retirement.   

 Not a single dental practice in Gloucestershire is accepting new adult 
NHS patients. 

This Council is particularly concerned by the impact of a lack of dental care for 
children and the impact this can have on the rest of their lives, and vulnerable 
adults residing in Gloucestershire care homes.
 
This Council therefore resolves to:

 Lobby the Government and Gloucestershire’s six MPs to tackle the 
crisis in NHS dentistry and to undertake a wholesale reform of NHS 
dental contracts to make it more financially sustainable and better 
structured for dental practices to remain in the NHS system. 

 Call on Cabinet to ensure that council services work with 
schools, care homes and the NHS to coordinate dental visits to 
the people who need it most – guaranteeing that no child or 
elderly resident is denied access to NHS dental care that wants 
it.

 Ask the Health and Wellbeing Board and the director of public health 
to bring a report to Full Council to explain what they are doing to 
promote good oral hygiene, specifically in children and young people 
and our vulnerable residents.  

 Ask the Corporate Overview and Scrutiny Committee to consider a 
report on making Gloucestershire a magnet county, especially for 
healthcare professionals. 



Climate change 
implications

No implications arising from this motion

Resource 
implications

No implications arising from this motion.

Human rights 
implications 

No implications arising from this motion.

Other implications 
relating to Council’s 
policy framework

The Council is statutorily responsible for improving the oral health of 
its local population by providing or commissioning appropriate oral 
health promotion and prevention programmes. NHS England has 
responsibility for commissioning all dental services including 
specialist, community and out of hours dental services. From 1 April 
2023, NHS England will delegate the responsibility for commissioning 
dental services to Integrated Care Boards.



Motion 911 Motion 911: Creating Warm Spaces
Proposed by: Cllr John Bloxsom
Seconded by: Cllr Ben Evans

The extortionate predicted rises in energy costs for the coming winter will 
put many people in Gloucestershire in a position where they will be unable 
to heat their homes. The energy price cap will increase to £3,549 from 1 
October 2022, is anticipated to rise further each quarter thereafter and 
predicted by some forecasters to be £6,000 in 12 months time.
For many people this will be impossible to afford, and it is predicted that 
two thirds of UK families will be in fuel poverty this winter.  There is serious 
concern of the impact this will have not just on vulnerable people and 
those experiencing disadvantage but also on working families who are 
already struggling to make ends meet with the cost of living crisis.
Councils across the country are seriously concerned about the impact of 
these extortionate energy increases rises and despite price rises being 
beyond their control, councils are considering what they can do to help 
people in their area.  
A number of councils are taking a lead and setting up a ‘Warm Places 
Scheme’ where people can attend public buildings during the daytime to 
stay warm. The scheme would welcome those who cannot afford to heat 
their homes and venues could include council owned premises and 
community buildings as well as churches and places of religious worship. By 
visiting such places people would not only be able to stay warm but also 
access services who could help and support them with other energy related 
matters.
Council calls upon Cabinet to: 

 Take the lead and act urgently and establish a Warm Places 
initiative across the county

 Utilise its own premises and liaise with the District, City and 
Borough councils to make public venues available. This could 
include buildings such as libraries and museums.

 Enlist the support of parish and town councils, faith 
organisations, community and voluntary sector organisations 
to include village halls, community centres, neighbourhood 
buildings and places of worship.

 Identity a countywide grant programme from which a grant 
scheme could be supported to offer financial assistance to 
organisations prepared to get involved.  

Climate change 
implications 

If use of buildings required an extension to existing opening hours, 
this may increase the council’s direct carbon emissions but these 
would be offset by the reduction in those from individual’s own 
homes.  

Resource 
implications 

The cost of undertaking any initial work, including liaison and 
utilisation of appropriate County Council buildings, can be met from 
existing budgets. Additional staffing may also be required, dependent 
on demand.



The development of a countywide grant programme would require 
consideration of the resources required and consequently identify an 
appropriate funding source.

Human rights 
implications

No implications arising from this motion.

Other implications 
relating to Council’s 
policy framework

No implications arising from this motion.


